COOPERATIVE RESEARCH PROGRAM (CRP) FY 2005
FEDERAL FUNDING OPPORTUNITY

Overview I nfor mation
Federal Agency: National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), National Oceanic and

Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), Commerce

Funding Opportunity: Cooperative Research Program, Research and Development Projects in
the Gulf of Mexico and off the U.S. South Atlantic Coastal States

Announcement Type: Notice of solicitation for applications

Catalog of Federal Domestic Assistance Number: 11.454 Unallied Management Projects

Dates. We must receive your application by close of business (5 p.m. eastern daylight time) on
[insert date 60 days after date of publication in the FEDERAL REGISTER]. Applications will
be date stamped to show date and time received. Applications received after that time will not
be cong dered for funding. The earliest Sart date of awards (1st of amonth) is about 215 days
after the date of publication of this notice.

Addresses: You can obtain an application package from, and send your completed
application(s) to: National Marine Fisheries Service, State/Federal Liaison Office, 9721
Executive Center Drive, N., St. Petersburg, FL 33702. Y ou may aso obtain the application
package fromthe CRP homepage &: http://sero.nmfsnoaa.gov/grants/csp.htm

For Further Information Contact: Ellie Francisco Roche, Chief, State/Federal Liaison Office,
(727)570-5324.

Executive Summary

Subject to the availability of funds, NMFS (hereafter referred to as“we” or “us’)
announces the availability of Federal assistance under the Cooperative Research Program (CRP)
Grant Program. This announcement provides guidelines, evaluation criteria, and selection
procedures for the program.

The CRP program provides financial assistance for projects that seek to increase and
improve the working relationship between researchers from the NMFS, state fishery agencies,
universities, and fishermen. The program is a means of involving commercial and recreational
fishermen in the collection of fundamental fisheriesinformation. Collection efforts support the
development and evaluation of management and regulatory options.



Full Text of Announcement

I. Funding Opportunity Description

The CRP is a competitive Federal asdstance program that funds projeds seeking to
increase and improve the working relationship between researchers from the NMFS, state fishery
agencies, universities, and fishermen. Congress has initiated the cooperative research funding to
assist the NMFS to improve the confidence that both commercia and recreational fishermen
have in the data and analyses performed in support of fisheries management. The authorizing
statute for the Cooperative Research Program is 15 U.S.C. 713c-3(d).

The CRP has as its principal goal to provide a means of involving commercial and
recreational fishermen in the collection of fundamental fisheries information to support the
development and evaluation of management and regulatory options.

Y ou are encouraged to address one of the priority areas liged below as they pertain to
Federally managed species or spedes relevant to Federal fisheries management plans, but
proposals in other areas will be considered. If you select more than one priority, you
should list first on your application the priority that most closely reflects the objectives of your
proposal. Projeds should focus on thegreatest probability of collecting data that aidsin
recovering, maintaining, or improving the status of stocks upon which fisheries depend;
improving the understanding of factors affecting recruitment success and long-term
sustainability of fisheries, and/or generating increased values and opportunities for fisheries.

Projects are evduated as to the likdihood of achieving these objectives, with
consideration of the magnitude of the eventual economic or socia benefits that may be realized.

A. Commercial Finfish:

There are several priorities within this general category that pertain to the collection of
catch, effort, size frequency, bycatch, and detailed data on fishing area by vessdsin the
commercial fisheriesfor finfish species.

1. Characterize thetotal catch (from all fleets affecting the stocks), including catch
composition and disposition of the catch.

(a) Projects are needed to collect detailed information on the composition and
disposition of bycatch and discards.



(b) Investigations are needed to determine moreefficient methods to record catches
accurately on areal-time basis during fishing operations (e.g. electronic
logbooks).

(c) Projects are needed to devel op methods to increase the amount of at-sea
observations utilizing imaging systems.

(d) Projects are neaded to utilize fully scientific observers on-board vessels as a
means of collecting detailed catch, effort and disposition data. 1n cases where
vessel space does not permit adding an observer, it may be possibleto designate
the captain or a crew member to record these data. Projects must specify the type
of training and equipment that is required to assure that reliable data are collected.

(e) Datacollection projects are needed to determine the effects on discard rates of
increasing size limits or reducing possession limits. If discard mortality rates are
high, changesin size or bag limits may unintentionally lessen conservation
benefits. Discard mortality rates currently used in assessments are generdly
based on small numbers of observations or are unknown. Research is needed to
improve estimates of discard mortality rates and must account for the effeds of
fish size, gear, area, season and depth of fishing.

(f) Data collection projects are needed to improve life history information on
commercial finfish species. Improved information about the age-structure of the
catch (both retained and discarded), based on otolith or other hard-part aging
techniques, will provide insight on a stock’ s resilience to fishing. Improved
information on the reproductive characteristics of the stock will provide
information to refine estimates of long-term biological productivity of the stock.

2. Monitoring stock abundance through study-fleet applications. This type of
cooperative research requires long-term commitment in terms of funding and application.

(a) One objective istodevelop a consistent sampling methodology that will permit
monitoring of the relative abundance of afishery resource over time. Aninitial
step for such aproject is to develop sampling designs and protocols for sampling
fleet catches to estimate relative abundance, including standardization of fishing
power of individud vessels.

(b) Projects are needed to devel op methods to determine appropriate sampling
designs and pilot studies to estimate recruitment to selected fisheries. An
example is the development of arecruitment index for Y oung-of-the-Y ear
swordfish in the Gulf and along the southeastern U.S. coast - areas that are now
closed to I onglining.

3. Projects are needed to develop and test gear and fishing strategies designed to reduce
or eliminate unintended catch.



4. Fishing Capacity Investigations. Thereappears to be awide disparity between the
current capacity of regional fishing fleets and the productivity of regional stocks. Cooperative
research to optimize the capacity of regional fishing fleetsis needed. A number of possibilities
ranging from Individual Quota Systemsto Vessd Capacity Control programs should be
considered. Itislikely that regional/fishery differences may require different approaches.

5. Monitor the effects of closed Marine Protected Areas. Research is needed to measure
the response of marine resources to creation or expansion of Marine Protected Areas (MPAS).
Projects should utilize fishermen’s knowledge of critical habitat of harvested species. An
exampleisthe large MPA designed to protect small swordfish and other highly migratory
species off the US southeastern coast.

(a) Projects are neaded to assess the impacts of time/area closures in the Southeast
Region that have been designated to protect finfish spawning aggregations and/or
concentrations of sub-legal fish.

(b) Projects are needed to collect fine-scale catch-effort data to define thespatial and
temporal dimensions of MPAS.

B. Caribbean Fisheries:
1. Habitat and fisheaies:

(a) Research and data are needed to estimate the social and economic impacts that are
associated with MPA closures. Currently the Caribbean has five seasonal
closures in the exdusive economic zone (EEZ) for spavning aggregations of fish
and one no-take zone consisting of an annual closure The size of these areasis
small compared to MPAs established on the mainland, but constitute a significant
portion of the fishing grounds in the Caribbean. Although research has been
conducted on the biol ogica i mpacts of severd no-take zones, little, if any,
research has been done to estimate the impacts of closures on fishing
communities.

(b) Projects are needed also to investigate the biological and socioeconomic effects of
alternating either temporal or gatial closures of MPAS.

(c) Cooperative projects between sdentists and industry members are needed to
enhance studies of the effectiveness of MPASs. Industry members can provide
useful information concerning siting of MPAS, especially relating to spawning
aggregations and nursery grounds of juvenile fishes. In addition, mark and
recapture experiments can employ industry members, especially concerning
recovery of tags.



2. Cordls:

(2) Research is needed to determine the impact on coral reefs from commercial
fishing operations. Industry participation is needed to determine the impacts of
gear on coral reefs.

(b) Research is needed to determine the impacts on coral reefs from recreational
fishing activities. Information on recreational fishing activitiesis sparse and there
are approximately 60,000 recreational vesselsin the Caribbean. Research should
focus on diving, recreational boaing and anchoring on coral reefs.

C. Recreational and Charter Fishery:

1. Socioeconomic research:

(a) Researchis needed to determine the number of recreational fishermen and
related trips.

(b) Data needs to be collected to identify the socioeconomic charaderistics of the
recreational and charter boat industries.

(c) In addition to data collection activities, research is needed to determine the
economic benefits and costs associated with recreational fishing.

2. Research on Management Alternatives. Investigations should include benefits and
costs to the stocks, as well as socioeconomic benefits/costs to participantsin the fishery.

(a) Research is needed to determine the effects of seasonal closures and MPAs on the
recreational and charter boat industries.

(b) Research is needed to determine the effects of seasonal closures and MPASs on
spawning stocks and resulting recruitment.

(c) Research is needed to determine the impacts of bag and size limits on species that
are important to recreational and charter boat industries. Projects should
emphasize the effects of alternatives size limits.

(d) Research is needed to determine discard mortality rates. At-seaobserverson
recreational and charter boat trips are one way to perform this type of research
and should be considered.

3. Catch/Effort Data: Projects areneeded to improvecatch and effort datafor privae
recreational fishermen. The projects should identify sample sizes, including number of intercept
interviews and dock samples, required to achieve standard statistical levels of accuracy and
precision.



4. Habitat Research:

(a) Research is needed to evaluate the effectiveness of artificial reefs. Projects
should examine the vdue of artificid reefs to fishing communities, and estimate
associated economic impacts.

(b) Research is needed to determine the impacts and effects of harmful algal blooms,
such asred tide, on recreational and charter boat fisheries.

(c) Investigations are needed to determine essential fishery habitat for certain species
such as gag, goliath grouper and sharks.

D. Commercial Shrimp Harvest:
1. Social and economic impact of fluctuations in domestic shrimp values:

(8) Research isneeded on the effedts on the domestic shrimp fishery of shrimp
imports from foreign countries.

(b) Research is needed to determine the social and economic impacts of imports on
fishermen and fishing communities. Research should include impacts on
communities and the industry as awhole.

2. ldentifying Non-Trawlable Areas: Research is needed to investigate how habitat
enhancements of non-trawlable areas could benefit shrimp fisheries. For example, artificial reds
could be established in non-trawlable areas and the impacts on shrimp and finfish populations
could be evaluated. Such research should determine if enhancements would increase habitat for
juvenile and adult fish, i.e. red snapper.

3. Quantificationof Effort: Research is needed to improve shrimp effort data. Projects
need to consider recommendations derived from negotiations with the shrimp industry. Aresas of
concern are insurance for at-sea observers, acceptable gear and protection of confidential data
collected by the project.

4. Bycatch Reduction Device Testing Protocols. Thereis anead to develop more
efficient methods to certify finfish reduction devices. Protocols should benefit both the resource
and the shrimp industry.

5. Quantification of Bycatch Rates: Statistical research is needed to ensure that
extrapolation of the results of individual trawl bycatch surveysto the fleet are statistically valid.
The procedures should account for the total range of conditions found in all major fishing areas.
The research should estimate the number of scientific fishery observers that should be employed
to collect bycatch information for prevailing conditions and areas. Theproject should describe
the statistical accuracy and precision of estimates for each major fishing areain addition to the
total fishing area.



I1. Award Information

This document describes how you can apply for an award under the CRP
Grant Program and how we determine which applications we will fund. We are soliciting
applications for Federal assistance pursuant to 15 U.S.C. 713c — 3(d). Proposals selected for
funding through this solicitation will be implemented through a cooperative agreement.

NMFS s substantially involved as a partner in the cooperative research activities with the
recipient. Substantial involvement includes planning, scheduling, conducting, and analyzing
proposed projed activities through semi-annual reports and frequent contact with thegrantee to
help solve technical problems/situations as they arise during performanceof the award.

Funding Availability: Approximately $2.0 million may be availablein fiscal year (FY)
2005 for projects. The NMFS Southeast Regional Office anticipates that typicd project awards
will range from $45,000 to $480,000. The average award is $190,000. Publication of this notice
obligates neither NMFS to award any specific grant or cooperative agreement nor all or any part
of the availablefunds. Project proposals accepted for funding will need to be completed within
24 months.

[11. Eligibility Information

Eligible applicentsinclude: Institutions of higher education, other nonprofits,
commercia organizations, state, local and Indian tribal governments and individuals.
Federal agencies or institutions are not eligible. Foreign governments, organizations
under the jurisdiction of foreign governments, and international organizations are
excluded for purposes of this olicitation since the objective of the CRP isto optimize
research and development benefits from U.S. marine fishery resources.

Applicants who are not commercial or recreational fisherman must have commercial or
recreational fishermen participating in their project. There must be awritten agreement
with afi sherman describi ng the invol vement in the project activity.

Cost Sharing: Cost-sharing is not required for the Coogperative Research Program.
V. Application and Submission Information

Address to Reques Application Package: Y ou can obtain an application package from,
and send your completed application(s) to: Ellie Francisco Roche, Chief, State/Federal
Liaison Office, Southeast Regonal Office, NMFS, 9721 Executive Center Drive, N., St.
Petersburg, FL 33702. Y ou may aso obtain the application package from the CRP
homepage at: http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/grantgcsp.htm

Y ou must submit one signed original and two copies of each application (including
supporting information). We will acoept neither facsimile applications, nor electronically
forwarded applications.



Content and form of Application Submission - We will award cooperative

agreements for a maximum period of up to 24 months. The award period depends upon the
duration of funding requested in the applications, the decision of the NMFS selecting
official on the amount of funding, the results of post-selection negotiations between the
applicant and NOAA officials, and pre-award review of the application by NOAA and DOC
officias.

All applicants must include a written agreement with a person employed by the National
Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS), who will act as a partner in the proposed research project.
The NMFS partner will assist the applicant to develop a design for the project to assure that
the outcome will provide suitable, scientific data and results to support needed fisheries
management information.

National Environmental Policy Act - NOAA must analyze the potential environmental
impacts, as required by the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), for applicant
projects or proposals which are seeking NOAA federal funding opportunities. Detailed
information on NOAA compliance with NEPA can be found at the following NOAA NEPA
website: http://www.nepa.noaa.gov/, including our NOAA Administrative Order 216-6 for
NEPA, http://www.nepa.noaa.gov/NAO216 6 TOC.pdf, and the Council on Environmental
Quality implementation regulations, http://ceg.eh.doe.gov/nepalregs/ceg/toc_ceq.htm.
Consequently, as part of an applicant's package and under their description of their program
activities, applicants are required to provide detailed information on the activities to be
conducted, locations, sites, species and habitat to be afected, possible construction adivities,
and any environmental concerns that may exist (e.g., the use and disposal of hazardous or
toxic chemicals, introduction of non-indigenous species, impacts to endangered and
threatened spedes, aquaculture projects, and impacts to coral redf systems). In addition to
providing specific information that will serve as the basis for any required impact analyses,
applicants may also be requested to assist NOAA in drafting of an environmental
assessment, if NOAA determines an assessment is required. Applicants will also be required
to cooperate with NOAA in identifying and implementing feasible measures to reduce or
avoid any identified adverse environmental impacts of their proposal. The failure to do so
shall be grounds for the denial of an application.

The Department of Commerce Pre-Award Notification Requirements for Grants and
Cooperative Agreements contained in the Federal Register notice of October 1, 2001 (66 FR
49917), as amended by the Federal Regi ster notice published on October 30, 2002 (67 FR
66109), is applicableto this solicitation. Y our application must be complete and must follow
the format described in the CRP Federal Register Notice. Applicants should contact the
NMFS Southeast Regional Office for copies of the solicitation’s CRP application forms (see
Addresses). Youmay also obtan the applicationforms from the CRP haomepage at:
http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/grants/csp.htm

Project applications must identify the principal participants, and include copies of any
agreements describing the specific tasks to be performed by participants. Project
applications should give a clear presentation of the proposed work, the methods for carrying
out the project, its relevance to managing and enhancing the use of Gulf of Mexico and
Atlantic fishery resources, and cost estimates as they relate to specific aspects of the project.
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Budgets must indude a detailed breakdown, by category of expenditures, with appropriate
justification for both the Federal and non-Federal shares. The budget must also include
estimates of the time and cost for participation of the NMFS partner, separate from the
Federal funds being requested.

Applicati ons shoul d exhibit familiarity with related work that i s completed or ongoing.
Proposals should state whether the research appliesto the Gulf of Mexico, South Atlantic or
North Atlantic for highly migratory species or multiple areas. Successful applicants are
required to collect and manage data in accordance with standardized procedures and format
approved or specified by NMFS and to participate with NMFS in specific coopeative
activities that are determined by consultations between NMFS and successful applicants
before project grants are awarded. All data collected as pat of an awarded grant must be
provided to the National Marine Fisheries Service/Southeast Fisheries Science Center.

Applications must beone-sided and unbound. Incomplee applications will be returned to
the applicant. Three copies (one original and two copies) of each application arerequired
and should be submitted to the NMFS Southeast Regional Office, State/Federal Liaison
Office (see Addresses).

Submission Dates and Times - We must receive your goplication by close of business
(5 p.m. eastern daylight time) on [insert date 60 days after date of publication in the
FEDERAL REGISTER]. Applications will be date stamped to show date and time received.
Applications received after that time will not be considered for funding.

Intergovernmental Review - Applications under this program are subject to the
provisions of Executive Order 12372, “Intergovernmental Review of Federal Programs.”

Funding Restrictions - If you have a nggotiated rate with a Federal agency, the total dollar
amount of the indirect costs awarded under this program will not exceed the indirect cost rate
negotiated and approved by a cognizant Federal agency prior to the proposed effective dae
of the award or 25 percent of the Federal share of the total proposed direct costs dollar
amount in the application, whichever isless. A copy of the agreement with the a Federal
agency for the current negotiated indirect cost rate must be i ncluded with the application. If
the applicant does not have a negotiated indirect cost rate agreement, then they may direct
cost all charges, or submit arequest to establish arate.

Construction is not an allowable activity under this program. Therefore, applicaions will not
be accepted far construction projects.

Other Submission Requirements - Y ou must also be available to respond to questions
during the review and evaluations of the proposal(s). Y ou can send your completed
application(s) to: Ellie Francisoo Roche, Chief, Stae/Federal Liaison Office, Southeast
Regional Office, NMFS, 9721 Executive Center Drive, N., St. Petersburg, FL 33702.

V. Application Review Information



When we receive applications, we will screen them to ensure that they were received by
the deadline date (see Dates); include SF 424 signed and dated by an authorized
representative; were submitted by an eligible applicant, either acommercial or recreational
fisherman or contains a written agreement with a commercial or recregtional fisherman;
includes a written agreement with a NMFS partner; address one of the funding priorities for
federally managed species; and include a budget, statement of work, and milestones, and
identify the principal investigator. We do not have to screen applications before the
submission deadline in order to identify deficiencies that would cause your application to be
rejected so that you would have an opportunity to correct them. However, should we do so
and provide you information about deficiencies or should you independently decideit is
desirable to do so, you may corred any deficiencies in your applicaion before the deadline.
After the deadline, the application must remain as submitted; no changes can be made toit.
If your application does not conform to these requirements and the deadline for submission
has passed, the application will be returned without further consideration.

Evaluation Criteria - Applications responsive to this solicitation will be evaluated by three
or more appropriate private and/or public sector experts to determine their technical merit.
These reviewers will provide individual evaluations of the proposals. No consensus advice
will be given. These reviewers provide comments and assign scores to the applications
based on the following criteria, with the weights shown in parentheses:

1. Importance/relevance and applicability of proposed project to the program goals
(40%): This criterion ascertains whether thereisintrinsic value in the proposed work and/or
relevance to NOAA, federal, regional, state, or local activities. For this competition, this
includes: Does the proposal assist industry? Does the proposal address issues that are
important to regonal fishery management?

2. Technical/sdentific merit (40%): This criterion assesses whether the approach is
technically sound and/or innovative, if the methods are appropriate, and whether there are
clear project goals and objectives. For this competition, thisincludes: Does the proposal
have a clearly stated goal (s) with associated objectives that meet the needs outlined in the
project narrative? Does the proposal clearly identify and describe, in the project outline and
statement of work, scientific methodologies and andytical procedures that will adequately
address project goals and objectives? Do the principd investigators provide arealistic
timetableto eneble full accomplishment of dl aspectsof theresearch?

3. Overdl qualifications of applicants (0%): This criterion ascertains whether the
applicant possesses the necessary education, experience, training, facilities, and
administrative resources to accomplish the project. This program does not use this criterion.

4. Project costs (20%): This criterion evaluates the budget to determineif it isrealistic
and commensuratewith the project needs and time-frame. For this compdition, this
includes: How effective are the proposed methods in enabling the prindpal investigators to
maintain stewardship of the project performance, finances, cooperative relationships, and
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reporting requirements? Does thebudget appropriatdy dlocae and justify costs?

5. Outreach and education (0%): This criterion assesses whether the project provides a
focused and effective education and outreach strategy regarding NOAA’s mission to protect
the Nation’ s natural resources. This program does not use this criterion.

Review and Selection Process - Following the technical review, we will determine the
weighted score for each individual review and averagethe individual technical review score
to determine the final technical score for each gpplication. Then, we will rank applicationsin
descending order by their final technical scores. A cutoff score of 70% will be used and
those applications that score below the cutoff will be eliminated from further consideration.

CRP Panel: Those applications at or above the cutoff technical evaluation score will be
presented to a panel of non-NOAA fishery experts known as the CRP panel. Each member
of the CRP Panel individually considers. if needs of the Agency are addressed in each
proposal; if the project assistsindustry; and if the project addresses issues that are important
to regional fisheries management. The individuds on the Panel provide comments and rate
each of these proposals as either “Recommended for Funding” or “Not Recommended for
Funding.” No consensus advice will be given by the Panel. TheProgram Manager ranks the
proposals in the order of preferred funding based on the number of Panel members
recommendi ng the proposal for funding.

Science Center Director: The ranked proposals are provided to the Science Center
Director, who is the selecting official, in the order of preferred funding, based on the number
of Panel members recommending the proposal for funding. If there are tiesin the rankings,
those ties will be diginguished by the peer review score. The Science Center Diredtor also
receives the Panel members’ individual comments. The Science Center Director, in
consultation with the Assistant Administrator, selects proposals after considering the
technical reviews and the selection factors listed below. The Selecting Official may
negotiate the funding level of the proposal. The Selecting Official makes final
recommendationsfor award to the Grants Officer who is authorized to dbligate funds.

Selection Factors - The merit review ratings shall provide arank order to the Selecting
Official for final funding recommendations. The Selecting Official shall award in the rank
order unless the proposal isjustified to be selected out of rank order based on below factors.
The Science Center Director will justify in writing any such selection.

1. Availability of funding

2. Balance/distribution of funds
a. Geographically
b. By type of institutions
c. By type of partne's
d. By research areas
e. By project types
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3. Duplication of other projects funded or considered for funding by NOAA/federal
agencies

4. Program priorities and policy factors

5. Applicant’s prior award performance

6. Partnerships with/Participation of targeted groups

7. Adequacy of information necessary for NOAA staff to make a NEPA determination
and draft necessary documentation before recommendations for funding are made to the
Grants Officer.

V1. Award Administration I nfor mation

Award notices - Successful applications generally are recommended within 215 days from
the date of publication of this notice. The earliest start date of awards average 90 days after
each project is selected and after all NMFS/applicant negotiations of cooperative adivities
have been completed. The earliest start date of awards is about 300 days after the date of
publication of this notice. Applicantsshould consider this selection and processing timein
developing requested start dates for their applications. Unsuccessful applications will be
returned to the gpplicant.

The exact amount of funds awarded, the final scope of activities, the project duration, and
specific NMFS cooperative involvament with the activities of each prgect are determined in
pre-award negotiations between the applicant, the NOAA Grants Office and the NMFS
Program Office. Projects must not be initiated by recipients until asigned award is received
from the NOAA Grants Office.

Administrative and National Policy Requirements- This notice contains collection-of-
information requirements subject to the Paperwork Reduction Act. The use of Standard
Formsisidentified in the Department of Commerce Pre-Award Notification Requirements
for Grants and Cooperative Agreements contained in the Federal Reg ster notice of October
1, 2001 (66 FR 49917), as amended by the Federal Regster notice published on October 30,
2002 (67 FR 66109). The public reporting burden for the collections of information is
estimated to average one hour for an application, one hour for a semi-annual report, and one
hour for afinal report. These estimates include the time for reviewing instructions, searching
existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and compl eting and
reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding these burden estimates or
any other aspect of these cdlection of information, including suggestions for reducing this
burden to Ellie Francisco Roche (see Addresses).

Notwithstanding any other provisions of law, no peson is required to respond to, nor shall
any person be subject to a penalty for failure to comply with a collection of information

requirements sulyect to the Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that colledion displaysa
currently valid OMB control number.

If you are selected to receive a grant award for a project, you must:
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- Manage the day-to-day operations of the project, be responsible for the performance of
all activities for which funds are granted, and be responsible for the satisfaction of dl
administrative and managerial conditions imposed by the award.

- Keep records sufficient to document any costs incurred under the award, and allow
access to these records for audit and examination by the Secretary of Commerce, the
Comptroller General of the United States, or their authorized representatives, and submit
financial status reports (SF 269) to NOAA Grants in accordance with the award conditions.

Reporting — If you are sdected to receive a grant awad for a project, you must:

-Submit semiannual project status reports on the use of funds and progress of the
project to us within 30 days afte the end of each six-month period. Y ou will submit
these reports to the individual identified as the NMFS Program Officer in the funding
agreement.

- Submit afinal report within 90 days after completi on of each project to the NM FS
Program Officer. Thefinal report must describe the project and include an evaluaion
of the work you performed and the results and benefitsin sufficient detail to enable us
to assess the suceess of the completed project.

- Submit all data collected as part of the project to theNMFS partner. Project data
must be edited and verified as accurate by the applicant prior to beng submitted to the
NMFS. Data must besubmitted in the agreed upon forma.

- In addition to the final report, we request that you submit any publications printed
with grant funds (such as manuals, surveys, etc.) to the NMFS Program Office for
dissemination to the public.

We are committed to using available technology to achieve the timely and wide
distribution of final reports to those who would benefit from thisinformation. Therefore,
you are encouraged to submit final reportsin electronic format, in accordance with the award
terms and conditions for publication on the NMFS CRP Home Page. Y ou may charge the
costs associated with preparing and transmitting your final reports in electronic format to the
grant award.

VII. Agency Contad(s)

For questions regarding the application process, you may contact: Ellie Francisco Roche,
Chief, State/Federal Liaison Office, (727) 570-5324, or Ellie.Roche@noaa.gov.

VIIl. Other Information

13



We are strongly committed to broadening the participation of Historically Black Colleges
and Universities, Hispanic Serving Institutions, and Tribal Colleges and Universitiesin its
educational andresearch programs. Department of Commerce (DOC)/NOAA’s goals are to
achieve full participation by Minority ServingInstitutions (MSI) in order to advance the
development of human potential, to strengthen the nation’ s capacity to provide high quality
education, and to increase opportunities for M SIs to participate in and benefit from Federal
financial assistance programs. DOC/NOAA encourages al applicants to include meaningful
participation of MSis.
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